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holds virtual
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MLK Candlelight Vigil
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro Women’s
35th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Awards Breakfast was held
virtually on Monday, Jan. 18. It is known to be one of the largest breakfast
gatherings in the U.S. to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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ST. PETERSBURG — The
pandemic did not deter Tampa
Bay from celebrating the legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The MLK Dream Big Parade,
banquets, candlelight vigils and
other ceremonies were moved
to digitals platform, including
the St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section of the National Council
of Negro Women’s 35th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Awards Breakfast.

“Armed officers, emboldened citizens armed with guns,
bats and ropes, mounted horses
and spewing of vile things did
not stop Dr. King,” said Pinellas
County Commissioner Rene
Flowers, a NCNW member
who served as the mistress of
ceremony, “so COVID-19 will
not stop us from moving forward with a time-honored tradition.”
Amidst the challenges of the
virus and issues of racial justice
and violence toward people of
color continuing unresolved,

Mayor Rick Kriseman urged St.
Pete to remain hopeful.
“Dr. King spoke of a mountain of despair, but he also
spoke of hope,” the mayor said.
“This is St. Pete. We know a
thing or two about hope, about
the rays of sunshine breaking
through a cloudy day.”
Dr. Johnnetta Cole, president-chair of the national
NCNW, acknowledged that the
African-American community
had been disproportionately afSee AWARDS, page 7

Interfaith Tampa Bay celebrates
MLK Day of Remembrance
BY GABRIELLE SETTLES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Many of
us consider Sunday to be a time of
reverence, worship and prayer,
and this past Sunday, Jan. 17, was
no different as members of Interfaith Tampa Bay gathered together for the Annual MLK Day
Presentation.
The yearly event serves as a
platform for Christian, Jewish, and
Muslim faiths to gather together
to pray, sing, and contemplate Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s work.
Despite the event being virtual
this year due to the pandemic, Interfaith members were in no way
hindered from sharing this year’s
theme and message: Creating A
World That Works For Everyone.
“Our purpose is to come together to work for the betterment
and get acquainted with one another, to educate one another and
speak on behalf of peoples of all

Rabbi Philip Weintraub of Congregation
B’nai Israel was this year’s keynote speaker.
Pictured here speaking at the 2019 Interfaith
Tampa Bay Annual MLK Service.
faith and peoples of goodwill,” said
Imam Abdul Karim Ali, who
presided over the event and introduced the speakers, including
Mayor Rick Kriseman, who said

that of all the events he got to attend, Interfaith services were
some of his favorites.
“Our faith community is integral to who we are in St. Pete, and

Congresswoman Val
Demings, Representative for
Florida House District 10
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER – The NAACP
of Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
County Branch 5096, in conjunction with the City of Clearwater,
hosted their 38th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day program
virtually on Monday, Jan. 18, on
their website and social media
platforms. This year’s theme was
“See something, Say something,
Do something.”
Diane Stephens, Branch
5096’s Education Committee
Chair, played virtual mistress of
ceremonies, which began with a
prayer by Elder Benjamin Adams
Jr. of St. John Primitive Baptist
Church. Adams’ words immediately indicated there would be no
shying away from the issues of the
moment, as he spoke on “the epidemic of systemic racism and the
pandemic of a deadly disease,
COVID-19 has plagued that world,
our country, our state and our
communities.”
The prayer was followed by
the pledge of allegiance offered by
the NAACP Youth Council, and
then a message from Dr. Joy
Cruz, academic chair of the mathematics department on the Clearwater campus of St. Petersburg
College, on the history and importance of the Black National Anthem, “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
Viewers were then offered a
brief segment of the 1970 Sidney
Lumet, Joseph L. Mankiewicz
film, “King: A Filmed Record,
Montgomery to Memphis.” Along
with striking images of protestors
nationwide, the segment was jarring for the still-relevant impact of
MLK’s words on combatting
poverty and unemployment in the
country, which he shared in his
1967 speech, “The Three Evils of
Society.”
“If Negroes and poor whites

See MLK, page 6

See NAACP, page 4
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WITH VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION OPTION
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
February 3, 2021
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan
for FY 2021-2022 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG),
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment
Partnerships (HOME) Programs. The City of Largo is developing its
FY 2021-2022 Annual Action Plan for the CDBG Program.
Pinellas County’s 2021-2022 Annual Action Plan is a One-Year Plan
specifying how Pinellas County will utilize CDBG and ESG funds
and how the Consortium, with the City of Largo, will utilize HOME
funds. The City of Largo’s Action Plan will address how it will utilize
its CDBG funding. The Action Plan is developed through a process
which includes input from citizens and agencies through community
meetings, public hearings, and a competitive application process.
A joint public hearing is being held with the City of Largo to obtain
citizens’ views on housing and community development needs, and
on review of 2019-2020 program performance for the County and the
City’s CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs.
The public hearing will be held on Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at
6:00 PM with both in-person and online/virtual options available for
participation:
• In Person:
Pinellas County Development Review
Services and Building Department’s Conference Room, 1st Floor,
440 Court Street, Clearwater, FL. Face masks are required for all
in-person attendees.
• Online/Virtual Option: Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81782639411?pwd=djVvV3dPR3NWK3l
YKzlnVm8vOXFMZz09
Meeting ID: 817 8263 9411
Passcode: 815029
One tap mobile:
+19292056099,,81782639411#,*815029# US (New York)
+13126266799,,81782639411#,*815029# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 817 8263 9411
Passcode: 815029
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kjjwFWDLi
In the event that this public hearing is rescheduled or moved to virtual
digital media only, notice will be posted online at the Community
Development Division’s website (www.pinellascounty.org/community)
and the City of Largo’s website (www.largo.com) with the new date
and time and/or location of the public hearing. This meeting is
open to the public and there will be a public comment period at the
meeting.
The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas
and the municipalities of Belleair, Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs,
Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Redington Beach,
Redington Shores, Safety Harbor, St. Pete Beach, Seminole,
South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME
Investment Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City
of Largo. The ESG Program Area is all of Pinellas County except the
City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds). The City of
Largo’s CDBG Program Area includes areas within the municipal
boundaries of the City of Largo.
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made
at these hearings, they will need a record of the proceedings and, for
such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is based.
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO NEED REASONABLE
ACCOMMODATIONS TO EFFECTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN
THIS MEETING ARE ASKED TO CONTACT PINELLAS
COUNTY’S OFFICE OF HUMAN RIGHTS BY E-MAILING
SUCH REQUESTS TO accommodations@pinellascounty.org
AT LEAST THREE (3) BUSINESS DAYS IN ADVANCE OF THE
NEED FOR REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION. YOU MAY
ALSO CALL (727) 464-4882 (VOICE) OR (727) 464-4062 (TDD).
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ADA, AND
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION, MAY BE FOUND AT
WWW.PINELLASCOUNTY.ORG/HUMANRIGHTS/ADA.

CITY OF LARGO & PINELLAS COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WITH VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION OPTION
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
February 1, 2021 – 6:00 PM
The City of Largo is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan for
FY 2021-2022 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME
Investment Partnerships (HOME) Programs. As part of the Pinellas County
Consortium for the HOME Program, the City works in partnership with
Pinellas County in development of the Annual Action Plan.
The City of Largo’s Action Plan will address how it will utilize its CDBG and
HOME funding. The Action Plan is developed through a process that
includes input from citizens and agencies through community meetings and
public hearings. At this time, the City does not anticipate opening a new
application cycle for FY 2021-2022 for subrecipient funding. If an application
cycle is announced, a Notice of Funding Availability will be issued.
A joint public meeting is being held with Pinellas County to obtain citizen,
agency and other stakeholder input on housing and community development
needs to be considered in the development of the FY 2021-2022 Action Plan.
The City and County will also provide an overview of FY 2019-2020 program
performance for CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs.
The public hearing will be held on Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 6:00 PM
with both in-person and online/virtual options available for participation:
• Online/Virtual Option:
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81782639411?pwd=djVvV3dPR3NWK3
lYKzlnVm8vOXFMZz09
Meeting ID: 817 8263 9411
Passcode: 815029
One tap mobile: +13126266799,,81782639411#, *815029# US (Chicago);
+19292056099, 81782639411#, *815029# US (New York)
Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 817 8263 9411
Passcode: 815029
In the event that this public hearing is rescheduled or moved to virtual digital
media only, notice will be posted online at the Community Development
Division’s website (www.pinellascounty.org/community) and the City of
Largo’s website (www.largo.com/housing) with the new date and time and/or
location of the public hearing. This meeting is open to the public and there
will be a public comment period at the meeting.
In the event that this public hearing is rescheduled or moved to virtual digital
media only, notice will be posted online at the City of Largo’s Housing
Division website (www.largo.com/housing) and the Pinellas County Community Development Division’s website (www.pinellascounty.org/community)
with the new date and time and/or location of the public hearing. This
meeting is open to the public and there will be a public comment period at
the meeting.
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these
hearings, they will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability or a non-English speaking resident, who
needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled at no cost to you to the provision of certain assistance. If you need
assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison
Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to engage
in business under the fictitious name of Wiley Hubbard III, 2498
Madrid Way S in the city of St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State
of Florida, 33712, intends to register the said name with the Division
of Corporations of Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated this 15th day of January 2021, Wiley Hubbard, 2498 Madrid
Way S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712. Publish date of January 21, 2021.
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NAACP Clearwater holds virtual 38th Annual MLK Day Celebration
NAACP, from front page

do not participate in the
free flow of wealth within
our economy, they will
forever be poor – giving
their energy, their talents
and their limited funds to
the consumer market but
reaping few benefits and
services in return. The
way to end poverty is to
end the exploitation of the
poor… A tragedy is that
our materialistic culture

does not possess the
statesmanship necessary
to do it.”
Members
of
the
NAACP Youth Council
then presented on the
poster project held weeks
before for neighborhood
and community members.
Representative Charlie Crist, Clearwater
Mayor Frank Hibbard

and Dunedin Mayor Julie
Ward
Bujalski
then
shared messages. Bujalski also announced that
Dunedin has created a
volunteer task force in response to “unrest” created by violence visited on
the Black community,
called Unite Neighbors in
Thoughtfulness and Empathy
Dunedin
(UNITED).

Pinellas County Commissioner for District 7
Rene Flowers, Clearwater
Police
Chief
Daniel
Slaughter, Fire and Rescue Chief Scott Ehlers
and Clearwater’s 20-year
city manager Bill Horne
also shared messages.
Special guest speaker,
Congresswoman
Val
Demings, Representative
for Florida House District
10, shared a message inspired by King’s quote:
“The ultimate measure of
a man is not where he
stands in moments of
comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at
times of challenge and
controversy.”
Before the event,
NAACP President Zebbie
Atkinson IV shared that
he believed Demings was
a perfect candidate not
only because of who she
has become but because
of the many challenges
she had to overcome to
get where she is.
“She’s been through
trials and tribulations, not
only as a Black woman
but as a Black woman in a
predominantly white person’s arena. She’s worked
and risen through those
ranks and has gone on to
become representative for
Orange County, for the
congressional
district,

and is making strides to
do great things,” Atkinson
affirmed.
Demings’
greeting
was warm, and her comment that she spoke on
behalf of — and as a lifetime member of — the
NAACP
of
Orange
County immediately indicated her words would
come from a place of ‘family to family’ realness.
“On Wednesday, I was
in the United States Capitol, the most iconic building
in
the
world,
representing the greatest
democracy in the world,”
Demings said after a brief
introduction. “We moved
to do our constitutional
duty by certifying the
electoral college votes, officially declaring Joe
Biden as the next president of the United States
and Kamala Harris as the
next Vice President of the
United States, when an
angry mob stormed Capitol broke in. And we, the
members of Congress,
found ourselves scrambling on the floor to
safety.”
Demings noted that
the moment reminded
her of what Dr. King and
other Civil Rights Movement activists must have
felt like during the years
spent “trying to hold

America to its promise.”
She recalled that, while
many people were waiting
for 2020, it was a year that
saw various crises – police
violence and COVID
being only two major issues. She acknowledged
the disproportionate impact on African Americans, from the health
crisis to the economic fallout of COVID, and of
course, in police violence.
She stated that the
murder of George Floyd
was horrible and said that
lawmakers must establish
national training methods
in the use of force and deescalation. She supported
establishing a national
database to stop dangerous officers from moving
from one agency to another.
But she also noted
that poverty, unemployment, and substandard
housing and education
were problems that had
been studied under President Johnson in 1967 (by
the Kerner Commission)
– and that, sadly, were still
the same issues impacting
Black and Brown communities today.
“Why would we settle
for holding America to its
promise only in law enforcement — and not hold
See NAACP, page 7
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2021 MLK Candlelight Vigil held virtually
BY DEIRDRE O’LEARY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
This year’s MLK Candlelight Vigil came less than
two weeks after a violent
white supremacist mob
stormed the U.S. capital
in a riot that resulted in
six people losing their
lives. Several members
of Congress narrowly escaped the mob that carried weapons into the
capitol building.
Many speakers at this
year’s spirit-filled emotional reflection on the
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke
about the riot, the dark
times facing our nation
and the need for all of us
to hold the light.
“During the time of
darkness that looms
about us, we have the op-

portunity to be the light.
During this critical time
in our nation’s history, we
ask you to be the light of
the world,” said Terri
Lipsey Scott, executive director of the Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum.
Saxophone player Jordan Bolds opened the
vigil with the Negro National Anthem and played
at intervals throughout
the night during the virtual event held Sunday,
Jan. 17, while Mayia
Stevens wowed viewers
with her operatic vocals.
Elected
officials
spoke, including Congressman Charlie Crist,
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
City Councilpersons Gina
Driscoll, Lisa Wheeler
Bowman, Darden Rice,
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
and Brandi Gabbard.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy
Sr., senior pastor of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
said, “Jesus is the light of
the world. We are the
moonchildren to reflect
that light. Let us live our
lives to reflect that light.”
Daniel Sanders played
the part of master of ceremony and also brought
the youth perspective
when he said we as a
country seek truthtellers.
“Truth tellers who are
required to be the light in
our homes, our communities, our cities, our states
and our nation. Will you
be the light moving forward, and how will you let
your light shine,” he
asked.
Rabbi Philip Weintraub, Congregation B’nai
Israel, said, “When we

We know what it means to care for the communities off
St. Petersburg. Afftter all, we’ve been
n doing it for quite
a while now. And as we’ve built ourr experrttise and
experience at all levels off care – from the biggest of
emergencies to the tiniest off birrtths – we’ve also built
lasting relationships. That alone makes a difffference.
Because when you need care you can trust, you want a
community hospital that’s been there – year afftter year.
Learn more about how we’ve increased
our safety and protection for patients and team
members at BayfrontStPete.com.

speak to one another, we
use words of light or
words of darkness. We
can lift one another up or
push one another down.
Dr. King chose not violence but a path of peace.”
JC Pritchett, president
of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, added, “Today
calls for us to be courageous. We must love our
neighbors as we love ourselves. And we must love
ourselves.”
Rev.
Clarence
Williams, senior pastor of
Greater Mt. Zion AME,
spoke most directly about
the capitol’s recent attack.
“It’s a dark time in our
country. There are dark
forces at work in our nation. But there is hope.
There is a day coming
that will be better than

the one we have seen.
Let us cast off the works
of darkness. It is going
to be difficult for us to
move into the new day
until we really purge the
nation, the Congress, the
executive branch, and the
judicial branch of these
evil workers of darkness
who have been parading
themselves as legitimate
legislators.
They are

nothing more than workers of evil and darkness
who perpetrate insurrection, sedition and murder.
Until we purge our nation
of them, we won’t be able
to put on the armor of
light.”
To reach Deirdre
O’Leary,
email
do’leary@theweeklychallenger.com
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Interfaith Tampa Bay celebrates MLK Day of Remembrance
MLK, from front page

Interfaith gatherings like this
reinforce our values and who
we are as a community,”
Kriseman said.
Kriseman noted that the
organization recognizes all
citizens’ shared humanity
and denounces racism in all
its forms. As Kriseman’s
term soon comes to an end,
this will be his last Interfaith
event as mayor. However, he
hopes the work he’s done
with the local faith leaders
will continue after leaving office, which centered on creating a community of
equality for all St. Petersburg
citizens, no matter race, reli-

gion or background.
“I know if there’s any
group that can continue our
progress, continue this important work, it is this
group,” Kriseman said to the
Interfaith members. “You
embody the values of Dr.
King, the positivity, the love,
the peace. As Dr. King said,
‘Darkness cannot drive out
darkness, only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out
hate, only love can do that.
Our lives begin to end the
day we become silent about
things that matter.’”
Nilah Abdullah of the
Tampa Bay Area Muslim As-

Miss Lyons, the winner of the 2021 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Essay Contest, sponsored by the MLK
Commemorative Organization, Inc.

Rev. Kenny Irby, senior pastor of Bethel AME
pictured here at the 14th annual Men of Vision
event on Jan. 31, 2019

sociation gave an Islamic
prayer, and Sister Bridget
Siegel of Temple Beth-El,
sang a prayer in Hebrew
called “The World Will Be
Built From Love.”
Rev. Kenny Irby, senior
pastor of Bethel AME,
prayed and read a portion of
Dr. King’s 1957 sermon titled
“The Role of the Church in
Facing the Nation’s Chief
Moral Dilemma.” In the sermon, it defines agape love as
a type of unconditional love
that works for the goodwill of
all men and asks for nothing
in return, is the antidote to
heal civilization.
Also on hand was the
winner of the 2021 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest, sponsored by the MLK
Commemorative Organization, Inc. This year’s winner,
Miss Lyon, recited her essay,
highlighting the similarities
between the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and
‘60s to today’s Black Lives
Matter movement.
In her essay, Lyon described the dedicated work
that both movements have
done to end racism and creating a world that works for
everyone. Both movements,
she noted, faced difficult hurdles.
“Imagine, just imagine,
being Black and actually feeling like we’re free and not
afraid of getting killed just
walking down the street. Or
afraid of your house getting
busted into while you’re trying to sleep. ‘Black Lives
Matter’ is what we protest,
but are people really listening to what we preach? Did
they listen to Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. in the 1950s
when he led the Civil Rights
Movement? Or did they
have to march miles and
miles and wait for years to finally get his point proven?”
Lyon asserted.

Following Lyon’s impactful recitation of her
essay, the event’s keynote
speaker, Rabbi Philip Weintraub of Congregation B’nai
Israel, shared that the power
of words can make a significant change.
Weintraub said the
power of words helped him
and a fellow faith leader, Rev.
J.C. Pritchett of Faith
Church St. Petersburg when
they encountered racism
during a bike ride. Weintraub recounted that as they
rode their bikes down a
neighborhood street, a
woman driving a car pulled
up. Weintraub said he
moved over to one side of
the road, and Pritchett
pulled over to the other side
to let the woman pass. Instead, she stopped and
rolled down her passenger
side window to ask Weintraub for directions.
Nothing seems strange
about this story at first,
Weintraub said, but he
pointed out that the woman
chose to roll down her passenger side window and
speak to him, rather than to
do the easier thing and roll
down the driver’s side window to speak to Pritchett —
who is Black. Had the driver
spoken to Pritchett, Weintraub said, she would have
been able to get clear directions because Pritchett is a
native of the city and knows
it extensively.
“But there’s one defining
factor that this older woman
saw: the color of our skin,”
Weintraub stated. “You could
tell that I’m a little bit paler
than he is. And the driver’s
skin was also rather pale.”
Weintraub noticed this,
and after the woman drove
off, he and Pritchett spent
the rest of the bike ride having a conversation about engaging with racism. Words

Imam Abdul Karim Ali, pictured here at the
2020 Interfaith Tampa Bay Annual MLK Service.

“Our faith community is integral to who we are
in St. Pete,” said Mayor Rick Kriseman. Pictured
here speaking at the 2019 Interfaith Tampa Bay
Annual MLK Service.
have the power to build relationships – such as Weintraub’s and Pritchett’s
conversation — or words
can be used as weapons to
destroy.
Weintraub further solidified his message by reading
verses from the book of Genesis, in both Hebrew and
English: “When God began
to create the heavens and the
earth, the earth was unformed and void, and there
was darkness over the surface… and God said, let
there be light, and there was
light. And God saw that the
light was good. And God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the
light day, and the darkness
night.”

“In just a few words, and
in Hebrew even fewer than
in English, light came to be.
In just a few words, we come
to be,” Weintraub said. “And
while our words may not create the universe, they create
the universe that is around
us. They create the universe
of people that we love, the
people that walk around us.”
Imam Ali closed the
event with a word of peace to
everyone.
“We say in the Hebrew
language, Shalom Aleichem.
We say it in the Arabic language, As-Salaam Alaikum.
May God’s peace be with
you,” Ali finished.
Log on to The Weekly
Challenger.com to view the
entire program.
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NAACP Clearwater holds virtual 38th Annual MLK
Day Celebration

NCNW’s 35th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
eadership Awards Breakfast

NAACP, from page 4

AWARDS, from front page

America to its promise in
all things?” she demanded.
Demings specifically
noted the obvious relationship between high
school dropout rates in
Black and Brown communities and the high
rate of incarceration
among the same groups
– and noted that “we do
need to do a better job of
balancing the scales and
all systems.”
“Dr. King and so
many others met their
moment with all of the
challenges our communities and our nation are
facing. Will we, you and
me, be able to meet this
moment?” she asked.
In answer to her own
question, she reminded
viewers that the necessary, consistent and community-driven
work
might not have been
done.
“I have to say the best
indicator of future per-

formance is to look at
past performance. We
have no excuse. We were
taught to use our brains,
our voices and our feet.
We learned from the
very beginning that faith
without works is dead,”
she asserted.
“Dr. King was a giant,
a drum major for justice;
when he saw something,
he said something…and
then he did something
about it,” Deming continued, looping back to the
day’s theme. “He said, in
the end, we will remember not the words of our
enemies…but the silence of our friends; that
our lives begin to end the
day we become silent
about things that matter.”
Stating more than
once that “this is our
time” – meaning time for
the NAACP to continue
doing what it had been
established to do – Demings’ speech was a defi-

nite call to actions for
viewers to become involved in politics and
community action, as we
move forward during
these challenging times.
Interested in learning
more? Contact the NAACP
Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
County Branch at (727) 3074865, email them at
NAACP5096@gmail.comor
visit clearwaternaacp.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Blanket drive for at-risk families
PINELLAS COUNTY
-- Century 21 Jim White
& Associates announced
they will be hosting a
blanket drive for local atrisk families. The event
will run through Jan 30,
2021. Advantage Village
Academy will be receiving the donations and distributing them to families
in need.
There are five drops
off locations throughout
Pinellas County:
• Century 21 Jim
White & Associates at
10645 Gulf
Blvd on
Treasure Island
• Mastry’s Brewing
Company at 7701 Blind
Pass Road, St. Pete
Beach
• Chill Restaurant
and Bar at 357 Corey
Ave.
• School of Rock St.
Petersburg at 2401 Central Ave.
• Salon 131 at 13049
Park Ave., Seminole.
New blankets ONLY,
please.

fected by the pandemic.
“And today, there are
untold examples of an existence of a plague that has
victimized us for 401
years,” she noted. “It is
called systemic racism.”
Cole urged everyone to
keep the faith and quoted
Dr. King by saying,
“Change does not roll in on
the wheels of inevitability,
but comes through continuous struggle.” She assured everyone gathered
for the virtual breakfast
that the more than two million Black women of the
NCNW will “stay in this
struggle as well.”
Keynote speaker Dr.
Tonjua Williams, president
of St. Petersburg College,
noted that 57 years ago, on
the Lincoln Memorial
steps, Dr. King emphasized the fierce urgency of
“now” in his famed “I Have
a Dream” speech.
“Now is the time to
make good on the promises of democracy, eliminate
racial
justice
disparities and stand up for
the unity and brotherhood
that we can all enjoy,” she
paraphrased, underscoring
that the message is just as
relevant today as it was in
1963.
We see the urgency of
“now” through various individuals’ actions throughout history, Williams said,
including Harriet Tubman,
little Ruby Bridges, Thurgood Marshall, Ida B.
Wells-Barnett and the late
John Lewis, among thousands of others.
“They understood the
value of ‘now,’ she said.
“They were bold, tenacious
and refused to lose. That
fire in the bottom of their
bellies spewed extraordinary courage, intentional
action, and a desire for
change that no one could
break. Let’s stay on course
and continue to progress
forward because we have
not arrived.”
Williams
implored
everyone to always exercise their right to vote in
local, state or national elections and get involved in reforming systems to secure
the promise of democracy.

Amidst the larger-than-life
pandemic, racial injustice,
the murder of George
Floyd and expanded economic disparities, Williams
warned everyone not to be
complacent with “temporary expressions of outrage and roundtable
discussions about system
flaws.”
“America must stand
up for the disenfranchised
and justly punish the offenders,” she said. “We
must break down barriers
in our education systems
and hold organizations accountable for how people
are perceived, recognized,
regarded and treated.”
Even with the very real
disparities in education,
housing and employment,
Williams urged harmony,
saying, “We must all come
together. We need each
other. With all of our flaws,
differences, pains and hurt,
at the end of the day, we are
all a part of one race — the
human race. We need our
brothers and sisters from
all races, cultures, religions
and communities to come
together.”
The morning continued
with the awards presentation to community leaders
who have made an extraordinary personal commitment to serve humanity.
The 2021 Leadership
Award went to Rev. J.C.
Prichett, who has been involved in civic engagement
and community empowerment throughout his life. A
pastor of Faith Church in
St. Pete, he has organized
nationally for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference and served as
youth director and vice
president in the National
Capital Baptist Convention.
In 2018, Pritchett was
elected president of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of St.
Petersburg.
Samantha Richardson-Hardy, who received
the Humanitarian Award,
has been a faculty member
at the graduate level for
over 20 years. In addition
to
her
love
of
teaching,
RichardsonHardy is a jazz enthusiast

and has written for several
jazz magazines, interviewing such illustrious artists
as Miles Davis, Herbie
Hancock, Dave Brubeck
and countless others. No
stranger to community
service, she is also the
founder and president of
the civic organization The
Gathering of Women, Inc.
Students receiving
the Guilford-Robinson
Educational Incentive
Award:
• Ja’Kaylah Danford,
St. Petersburg High
• Kay Julien, St. Petersburg High
• Dante Mells, St. Petersburg High
• Nina Jenkins, The
Boca Ciega High
Students receiving
the Ralph W. Young
Family
Foundation
Award:
• Michael Barfield, Jr.,
St. Petersburg High
• Kendrick Gordon, St.
Petersburg High
• Kira Butler, The Boca
Ciega High
• Chessidy Lester, The
Boca Ciega High
• Taffrey Peterman,
The Boca Ciega High
• Sy’ria White, The
Boca Ciega High
• Kyanna Thomas,
Gibbs High
• Andra’ Walters, Jr.,
Lakewood High
The Brittany Bria Gordon Award, named in
honor of a native St. Pete
servicewoman killed in
Afghanistan in 2012 during
Operation Enduring Freedom, is given to a graduating Pinellas senior who
demonstrates the “qualities
and values by which Brittany lived her life.” This
year’s award, sponsored by
the Darryl Rouson family
and Gordon’s father, the retired Assistant Police Chief
Cedric Gordon, will be
awarded at a later date.
Rev. Dr. John A. Evans
Sr., senior pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, closed out the Jan.
18 program with the benediction.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Pick up is also available for those that would
rather stay home. Please
contact Vanessa Manings
at 727-580-8079 or Can-
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Dr. King’s ‘The Other America’ speech rings true today
Editor’s note: By this point
in his life, Dr. King focused on
war, racism and poverty. As
you read his speech, you will
see America dealing with the
exact problems 53 years ago
as it is today, such as the education gap, unemployment,
police brutality, poverty, rioting and systematic and institutional racism.
Delivered April 14, 1967,
at Stanford University
Members of the faculty
and members of the student
body of this great institution
of learning; ladies and gentlemen.
Now there are several
things that one could talk
about before such a large,
concerned, and enlightened
audience. There are so
many problems facing our
nation and our world that
one could just take off anywhere. But today I would
like to talk mainly about the
race problems since I’ll have
to rush right out and go to
New York to talk about Vietnam tomorrow, and I’ve
been talking about it a great
deal this week and weeks
before that.
But I’d like to use a subject from which to speak this
afternoon, the Other America.
And I use this subject because there are literally two
Americas. One America is
beautiful for situation. And,
in a sense, this America is
overflowing with the milk of
prosperity and the honey of
opportunity. This America is
the habitat of millions of people who have food and material necessities for their
bodies; and culture and education for their minds; and
freedom and human dignity
for their spirits. In this America, millions of people experience every day the
opportunity of having life,
liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness in all of their dimensions. And in this America millions of young people
grow up in the sunlight of
opportunity.
But tragically and unfortunately, there is another
America. This other America has a daily ugliness about
it that constantly transforms
the buoyancy of hope into
the fatigue of despair. In this
America millions of workstarved men walk the streets
daily in search for jobs that
do not exist. In this America
millions of people find themselves living in rat-infested,
vermin-filled slums. In this
America people are poor by
the millions. They find themselves perishing on a lonely
island of poverty in the midst
of a vast ocean of material
prosperity.
In a sense, the greatest
tragedy of this other America is what it does to little
children. Little children in
this other America are
forced to grow up with
clouds of inferiority forming
every day in their little mental skies. As we look at this
other America, we see it as

an arena of blasted hopes
and shattered dreams.
Many people of various
backgrounds live in this
other America. Some are
Mexican Americans, some
are Puerto Ricans, some are
Indians, some happen to be
from other groups. Millions
of them are Appalachian
whites. But probably the
largest group in this other
America in proportion to its
size in the population is the
American Negro.
The American Negro
finds himself living in a triple
ghetto: a ghetto of race, a
ghetto of poverty, a ghetto of
human misery. So what we
are seeking to do in the Civil
Rights Movement is to deal
with this problem. To deal
with this problem of the two
Americas. We are seeking to
make America one nation,
Indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all. Now let me say
that the struggle for Civil
Rights and the struggle to
make these two Americas
one America, is much more
difficult today than it was five
or ten years ago. For about a
decade or maybe twelve
years, we’ve struggled all
across the South in glorious
struggles to get rid of legal,
overt segregation and all of
the humiliation that surrounded that system of segregation.
In a sense this was a
struggle for decency; we
could not go to a lunch
counter in so many instances and get a hamburger or a cup of coffee. We
could not make use of public
accommodations. Public
transportation was segregated, and often we had to sit
in the back and within transportation — transportation
within cities — we often had
to stand over empty seats because sections were reserved for whites only. We
did not have the right to vote
in so many areas of the
South. And the struggle was
to deal with these problems.
And certainly they were
difficult problems, they were
humiliating conditions. By
the thousands we protested
these conditions. We made it
clear that it was ultimately
more honorable to accept jail
cell experiences than to accept segregation and humiliation. By the thousands
students and adults decided
to sit in at segregated lunch
counters to protest conditions there. When they were
sitting at those lunch counters they were in reality
standing up for the best in
the American dream and
seeking to take the whole
nation back to those great
wells of democracy which
were dug deep by the
Founding Fathers in the formulation of the Constitution
and the Declaration of Independence.
Many things were
gained as a result of these
years of struggle. In 1964 the
Civil Rights Bill came into
being after the Birmingham

King at the 1963 Civil Rights March in
Washington, D.C.

movement which did a great
deal to subpoena the conscience of a large segment of
the nation to appear before
the judgment seat of morality on the whole question of
Civil Rights. After the Selma
movement in 1965 we were
able to get a Voting Rights
Bill. And all of these things
represented strides.
But we must see that the
struggle today is much
more difficult. It’s more difficult today because we are
struggling now for genuine
equality. It’s much easier to
integrate a lunch counter
than it is to guarantee a livable income and a good solid
job. It’s much easier to guarantee the right to vote than it
is to guarantee the right to
live in sanitary, decent housing conditions. It is much
easier to integrate a public
park than it is to make genuine, quality, integrated education a reality. And so today
we are struggling for something which says we demand genuine equality.
It’s not merely a struggle
against extremist behavior
toward Negroes. And I’m
convinced that many of the
very people who supported
us in the struggle in the
South are not willing to go all
the way now. I came to see
this in a very difficult and
painful way in Chicago the
last year where I’ve lived and
worked. Some of the people
who came quickly to march
with us in Selma and Birmingham weren’t active
around Chicago. And I came
to see that so many people
who supported morally and
even financially what we
were doing in Birmingham
and Selma, were really outraged against the extremist
behavior of Bull Connor and
Jim Clark toward Negroes,
rather than believing in genuine equality for Negroes.
And I think this is what
we’ve gotta see now, and this
is what makes the struggle
much more difficult.
So as a result of all of this,
we see many problems existing today that are growing
more difficult. It’s something
that is often overlooked, but
Negroes generally live in
worse slums today than 20
or 25 years ago. In the North
schools are more segregated today than they were
in 1954 when the Supreme
Court’s decision on desegregation was rendered. Economically the Negro is
worse off today than he was
15 and 20 years ago. And so
the unemployment rate
among whites at one time
was about the same as the
unemployment rate among
Negroes. But today the unemployment rate among
Negroes is twice that of
whites. And the average income of the Negro is today
50 percent less than whites.
As we look at these problems we see them growing
and developing every day.
We see the fact that the
Negro economically is facing a depression in his
everyday life that is more
staggering than the depression of the 30s. The unemployment rate of the nation
as a whole is about four percent. Statistics would say
from the Labor Department
that among Negroes it’s
about 8.4 percent. But these
are the persons who are in
the labor market, who still
go to employment agencies
to seek jobs, and so they can
be calculated. The statistics
can be gotten because they
are still somehow in the
labor market.
But there are hundreds
of thousands of Negroes

who have given up. They’ve
lost hope. They’ve come to
feel that life is a long and desolate corridor for them with
no exit sign, and so they no
longer go to look for a job.
There are those who would
estimate that these persons,
who are called the Discouraged Persons, these 6 or 7
percent in the Negro community, that means that unemployment
among
Negroes may well be 16 percent. Among Negro youth in
some of our larger urban
areas it goes to 30 and 40
percent. So you can see what
I mean when I say that, in
the Negro community, there
is a major, tragic and staggering depression that we
face in our everyday lives.
Now the other thing that
we’ve gotta come to see now
that many of us didn’t see too
well during the last ten
years — that is that racism is
still alive in American society. And much more widespread than we realized. And
we must see racism for what
it is. It is a myth of the superior and the inferior race. It
is the false and tragic notion
that one particular group,
one particular race is responsible for all of the
progress, all of the insights
in the total flow of history.
And the theory that another
group or another race is totally depraved, innately impure, and innately inferior.
In the final analysis,
racism is evil because its ultimate logic is genocide.
Hitler was a sick and tragic
man who carried racism to
its logical conclusion. He
ended up leading a nation to
the point of killing about 6
million Jews. This is the
tragedy of racism because
its ultimate logic is genocide.
If one says that I am not
good enough to live next
door to him; if one says that
I am not good enough to eat
at a lunch counter, or to have
a good, decent job, or to go
to school with him merely
because of my race, he is
saying consciously or unconsciously that I do not deserve to exist.
To use a philosophical
analogy here, racism is not
based on some empirical
generalization; it is based
rather on an ontological affirmation. It is not the assertion
that certain people are behind culturally or otherwise
because of environmental
conditions. It is the affirmation that the very being of a
people is inferior. And this is
the great tragedy of it.
I submit that however
unpleasant it is we must honestly see and admit that
racism is still deeply rooted
all over America. It is still
deeply rooted in the North,
and it’s still deeply rooted in
the South.
And this leads me to say
something about another
discussion that we hear a
great deal, and that is the socalled “white backlash.” I
would like to honestly say to
you that the white backlash
is merely a new name for an
old phenomenon. It’s not
something that just came
into being because of shouts
of Black power, or because
Negroes engaged in riots in
Watts, for instance. The fact
is that the state of California
voted a Fair Housing bill out
of existence before anybody
shouted Black power, or before anybody rioted in Watts.
It may well be that
shouts of Black power and
riots in Watts and the
Harlems and the other
areas, are the consequences
of the white backlash rather
than the cause of them.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. being arrested in
Montgomery, Ala., for “loitering” in 1958.

King was arrested in 1963 for protesting the
treatment of blacks in Birmingham.
What it is necessary to see is
that there has never been a
single solid monistic determined commitment on the
part of the vast majority of
white Americans on the
whole question of Civil
Rights and on the whole
question of racial equality.
This is something that truth
impels all men of good will to
admit.
It is said on the Statue of
Liberty that America is a
home of exiles. It doesn’t
take us long to realize that
America has been the home
of its white exiles from Europe. But it has not evinced
the same kind of maternal
care and concern for its
Black exiles from Africa. It is
no wonder that in one of his
sorrow songs, the Negro
could sing out, “Sometimes
I feel like a motherless
child.” What great estrangement, what great sense of rejection caused a people to
emerge with such a
metaphor as they looked
over their lives.
What I’m trying to get
across is that our nation has
constantly taken a positive
step forward on the question
of racial justice and racial
equality. But over and over
again at the same time, it
made certain backward
steps. And this has been the
persistence of the so called
white backlash.
In 1863, the Negro was
freed from the bondage of
physical slavery. But at the
same time, the nation refused to give him land to
make that freedom meaningful. And at that same period America was giving
millions of acres of land in
the West and the Midwest,
which meant that America
was willing to undergird its
white peasants from Europe
with an economic floor that
would make it possible to
grow and develop, and re-

fused to give that economic
floor to its black peasants, so
to speak.
This is why Frederick
Douglass could say that
emancipation for the Negro
was freedom to hunger, freedom to the winds and rains
of heaven, freedom without
roofs to cover their heads.
He went on to say that it was
freedom without bread to
eat, freedom without land to
cultivate. It was freedom and
famine at the same time. But
it does not stop there.
In 1875 the nation
passed a Civil Rights Bill and
refused to enforce it. In 1964
the nation passed a weaker
Civil Rights Bill and even to
this day, that bill has not
been totally enforced in all of
its dimensions. The nation
heralded a new day of concern for the poor, for the
poverty stricken, for the disadvantaged. And brought
into being a Poverty Bill and
at the same time it put such
little money into the program that it was hardly, and
still remains hardly, a good
skirmish against poverty.
White politicians in suburbs
talk eloquently against open
housing, and in the same
breath contend that they are
not racist. And all of this, and
all of these things tell us that
America has been backlashing on the whole question of
basic constitutional and Godgiven rights for Negroes and
other disadvantaged groups
for more than 300 years.
So these conditions, existence of widespread
poverty, slums, and of tragic
conditions in schools and
other areas of life, all of these
things have brought about a
great deal of despair, and a
great deal of desperation. A
great deal of disappointment
and even bitterness in the
Negro communities. And
today all of our cities confront huge problems. All of

King speaking to an anti-Vietnam war rally
at the University of Minnesota
in St. Paul, April 27, 1967

CELEBRATING DR. KING
The Weekly Challenger
our cities are potentially
powder kegs as a result of
the continued existence of
these conditions. Many in
moments of anger, many in
moments of deep bitterness
engage in riots.
Let me say as I’ve always
said, and I will always continue to say, that riots are socially destructive and
self-defeating. I’m still convinced that nonviolence is
the most potent weapon
available to oppressed people in their struggle for freedom and justice. I feel that
violence will only create
more social problems than
they will solve. That in a real
sense it is impracticable for
the Negro to even think of
mounting a violent revolution in the United States. So
I will continue to condemn
riots, and continue to say to
my brothers and sisters that
this is not the way. And continue to affirm that there is
another way.
But at the same time, it is
as necessary for me to be as
vigorous in condemning the
conditions which cause persons to feel that they must
engage in riotous activities
as it is for me to condemn
riots. I think America must
see that riots do not develop
out of thin air. Certain conditions continue to exist in our
society which must be condemned as vigorously as we
condemn riots. But in the
final analysis, a riot is the language of the unheard. And
what is it that America has
failed to hear? It has failed to
hear that the plight of the
Negro poor has worsened
over the last few years. It has
failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice
have not been met. And it
has failed to hear that large
segments of white society
are more concerned about
tranquility and the status
quo than about justice,
equality, and humanity. And
so in a real sense our nation’s summers of riots are
caused by our nation’s winters of delay. And as long as
America postpones justice,
we stand in the position of
having these recurrences of
violence and riots over and
over again. Social justice and
progress are the absolute
guarantors of riot prevention.
Now let me go on to say
that if we are to deal with all
of the problems that I’ve
talked about, and if we are to
bring America to the point
that we have one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all, there are certain
things that we must do. The
job ahead must be massive
and positive. We must develop massive action programs all over the United
States of America in order to
deal with the problems that
I have mentioned.
Now in order to develop
these massive action programs we’ve got to get rid of
one or two false notions that
continue to exist in our society. One is the notion that
only time can solve the problem of racial injustice. I’m
sure you’ve heard this idea.
It is the notion almost that
there is something in the
very flow of time that will
miraculously cure all evils.
And I’ve heard this over and
over again. There are those,
and they are often sincere
people, who say to Negroes
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and their allies in the white
community, that we should
slow up and just be nice and
patient and continue to pray,
and in a hundred or two hundred years the problem will
work itself out because only
time can solve the problem.
I think there is an answer to that myth. And it is
that time is neutral. It can be
used either constructively or
destructively. And I’m absolutely convinced that the
forces of ill-will in our nation,
the extreme rightists in our
nation, have often used time
much more effectively than
the forces of good will. And
it may well be that we will
have to repent in this generation not merely for the vitriolic words of the bad people
and the violent actions of the
bad people, but for the appalling silence and indifference of the good people who
sit around and say wait on
time. Somewhere we must
come to see that social
progress never rolls in on
the wheels of inevitability. It
comes through the tireless
efforts and the persistent
work of dedicated individuals. And without this hard
work time itself becomes an
ally of the primitive forces of
social stagnation. And so we
must help time, and we must
realize that the time is always right to do right.
Now there’s another notion that gets out, it’s around
everywhere. It’s in the
South, it’s in the North, it’s In
California, and all over our
nation. It’s the notion that
legislation can’t solve the
problem, it can’t do anything
in this area. And those who
project this argument contend that you’ve got to
change the heart and that
you can’t change the heart
through legislation. Now I
would be the first one to say
that there is real need for a
lot of heart changing in our
country, and I believe in
changing the heart. I preach
about it. I believe in the need
for conversion in many instances, and regeneration, to
use theological terms. And I
would be the first to say that
if the race problem in America is to be solved, the white
person must treat the Negro
right, not merely because
the law says it, but because
it’s natural, because it’s right,
and because the Negro is his
brother. And so I realize that
if we are to have a truly integrated society, men and
women will have to rise to
the majestic heights of being
obedient to the unenforceable.
But after saying this, let
me say another thing which
gives the other side, and that
is that although it may be
true that morality cannot be
legislated, behavior can be
regulated. Even though it
may be true that the law cannot change the heart, it can
restrain the heartless. Even
though it may be true that
the law cannot make a man
love me, it can restrain him
from lynching me. And I
think that’s pretty important
also. And so while the law
may not change the hearts
of men, it can and it does
change the habits of men.
And when you begin to
change the habits of men,
pretty soon the attitudes will
be changed; pretty soon the
hearts will be changed. And
I’m convinced that we still

The only meeting of King and
Malcolm X, outside the United States
Senate chamber, March 26, 1964,
during the Senate debates regarding the
(eventual) Civil Rights Act of 1964

need strong civil rights legislation. And there is a bill
before Congress right now
to have a national or federal
Open Housing Bill, a federal
law declaring discrimination
in housing unconstitutional.
And also a bill to make
the administration of justice
real all over our country.
Now nobody can doubt the
need for this. Nobody can
doubt the need if he thinks
about the fact that since 1963
some 58 Negroes and white
civil rights workers have
been brutally murdered in
the state of Mississippi
alone, and not a single person has been convicted for
these dastardly crimes.
There have been some indictments but no one has
been convicted. And so
there is a need for a federal
law dealing with the whole
question of the administration of justice.
There is a need for fair
housing laws all over our
country. It is tragic indeed
that Congress last year allowed this bill to die. And
when that bill died in Congress, a bit of democracy
died, a bit of our commitment to justice died. If it happens again in this session of
Congress, a greater degree
of our commitment to democratic principles will die.
And I can see no more dangerous trend in our country
than the constant developing
of predominantly Negro
central cities ringed by white
suburbs. This is only inviting
social disaster. And the only
way this problem will be
solved is by the nation taking
a strong stand, and by state
governments taking a
strong stand against housing segregation and against
discrimination in all of these
areas.
Now there’s another
thing that I’d like to mention
as I talk about the massive
action program and time will
not permit me to go into specific programmatic action to
any great degree. But it
must be realized now that
the Negro cannot solve the
problems by himself. There
again, there are those who
always say to Negroes,
“Why don’t you do something for yourself? Why
don’t you lift yourselves by
your own bootstraps?” And
we hear this over and over
again.
Now certainly there are
many things that we must
do for ourselves and that
only we can do for ourselves.
Certainly we must develop
within a sense of dignity and
self-respect that nobody else
can give us. A sense of manhood, a sense of personhood, a sense of not being
ashamed of our heritage, not
being ashamed of our color.
It was wrong and tragic of
the Negro ever to allow himself to be ashamed of the fact
that he was Black, or
ashamed of the fact that his
ancestral home was Africa.
And so there is a great deal
that the Negro can do to develop self-respect. There is a
great deal that the Negro
must do and can do to amass
political and economic
power within his own community and by using his own
resources. And so we must
do certain things for ourselves but this must not
negate the fact, and cause
the nation to overlook the
fact, that the Negro cannot
solve the problem himself.
A man was on the plane
with me some weeks ago
and he came up to me and
said, “The problem, Dr.
King, that I see with what
you all are doing is that
every time I see you and
other Negroes, you’re
protesting and you aren’t
doing anything for yourselves.” And he went on to
tell me that he was very poor
at one time, and he was able
to make by doing something
for himself. “Why don’t you
teach your people,” he said,
“to lift themselves by their
own bootstraps?” And then
he went on to say other
groups faced disadvantages,
the Irish, the Italian, and he
went down the line.
And I said to him that it

does not help the Negro, it
only deepens his frustration,
upon feeling insensitive people to say to him that other
ethnic groups who migrated
or were immigrants to this
country less than a hundred
years or so ago, have gotten
beyond him and he came
here some 344 years ago.
And I went on to remind him
the Negro came to this
country involuntarily in
chains, while others came
voluntarily. I went on to remind him that no other
racial group has been a slave
on American soil. I went on
to remind him that the other
problem that we have faced
over the years is that this society placed a stigma on the
color of the Negro, on the
color of his skin because he
was Black. Doors were
closed to him that were not
closed to other groups.
And I finally said to him
that it’s a nice thing to say to
people that you oughta lift
yourself by your own bootstraps, but it is a cruel jest to
say to a bootless man that he
oughta lift himself by his
own bootstraps. The fact is
that millions of Negroes, as
a result of centuries of denial
and neglect, have been left
bootless. They find themselves impoverished aliens
in this affluent society. And
there is a great deal that the
society can and must do if
the Negro is to gain the economic security that he
needs.
Now one of the answers
it seems to me is a guaranteed annual income, a guaranteed minimum income for
all people, and for our families of our country. It seems
to me that the Civil Rights
Movement must now begin
to organize for the guaranteed annual income. Begin
to organize people all over
our country, and mobilize
forces so that we can bring
to the attention of our nation
this need, and this is something which I believe will go
a long, long way toward dealing with the Negro’s economic problem and the
economic problem which
many other poor people confront in our nation.
Now I said I wasn’t going
to talk about Vietnam, but I
can’t make a speech without
mentioning some of the
problems that we face there
because I think this war has
diverted attention from civil
rights. It has strengthened
the forces of reaction in our
country and has brought to
the forefront the military-industrial complex that even
President
Eisenhower
warned us against at one
time. And above all, it is destroying human lives. It’s destroying the lives of
thousands of the young
promising men of our nation. It’s destroying the lives
of little boys and little girls In
Vietnam.
But one of the greatest
things that this war is doing
to us in civil rights is that it is
allowing the Great Society to
be shot down on the battlefields of Vietnam every day.
And I submit this afternoon
that we can end poverty in
the United States. Our nation has the resources to do
it. The National Gross Product of America will rise to the
astounding figure of some
$780 billion this year. We
have the resources: The
question is, whether our nation has the will, and I submit that if we can spend $35
billion a year to fight an illconsidered war in Vietnam,
and $20 billion to put a man
on the moon, our nation can
spend billions of dollars to
put God’s children on their
own two feet right here on
earth.
Let me say another thing
that’s more in the realm of
the spirit I guess, that is that
if we are to go on in the days
ahead and make true brotherhood a reality, it is necessary for us to realize more
than ever before, that the
destinies of the Negro and
the white man are tied together. Now there are still a
lot of people who don’t realize this. The racists still don’t
realize this. But it is a fact
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Leaders of the March on Washington posing in
front of the Lincoln Memorial.
now that Negroes and
whites are tied together, and
we need each other. The
Negro needs the white man
to save him from his fear.
The white man needs the
Negro to save him from his
guilt. We are tied together in
so many ways, our language,
our music, our cultural patterns, our material prosperity, and even our food are an
amalgam of black and white.
So there can be no separate black path to power and
fulfillment that does not intersect white groups. There
can be no separate white
path to power and fulfillment
short of social disaster. It
does not recognize the need
of sharing that power with
black aspirations for freedom and justice. We must
come to see now that integration is not merely a romantic
or
esthetic
something where you
merely add color to a still
predominantly white power
structure. Integration must
be seen also in political
terms where there is shared
power, where Black men
and white men share power
together to build a new and
a great nation.
In a real sense, we are all
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny.
John Donne placed it years
ago in graphic terms, “No
man is an island entire of itself. Every man is a piece of
the continent, a part of the
main.” And he goes on toward the end to say, “Any
man’s death diminishes me
because I’m involved in
mankind. Therefore never
send to know for whom the
bell tolls. It tolls for thee.”
And so we are all in the same
situation: the salvation of the
Negro will mean the salvation of the white man. And
the destruction of life and of
the ongoing progress of the
Negro will be the destruction of the ongoing progress
of the nation.
Now let me say finally
that we have difficulties
ahead but I haven’t despaired. Somehow I maintain hope in spite of hope.
And I’ve talked about the difficulties and how hard the
problems will be as we
tackle them. But I want to
close by saying this afternoon, that I still have faith in
the future. And I still believe
that these problems can be
solved. And so I will not join
anyone who will say that we
still can’t develop a coalition
of conscience.
I realize and understand
the discontent and the agony
and the disappointment and
even the bitterness of those
who feel that whites in
America cannot be trusted.
And I would be the first to
say that there are all too
many who are still guided by
the racist ethos. And I am
still convinced that there are
still many white persons of
good will. And I’m happy to
say that I see them every

day in the student generation who cherish democratic
principles and justice above
principle, and who will stick
with the cause of justice and
the cause of civil rights and
the cause of peace throughout the days ahead. And so I
refuse to despair. I think
we’re gonna achieve our
freedom because however
much America strays away
from the ideals of justice, the
goal of America is freedom.
Abused and scorned
though we may be, our destiny is tied up in the destiny
of America. Before the pilgrim fathers landed at Plymouth we were here. Before
Jefferson etched across the
pages of history the majestic
words of the Declaration of
Independence, we were
here. Before the beautiful
words of the Star Spangled
Banner were written, we
were here. For more than
two centuries, our forbearers labored here without
wages. They made cotton
king. They built the homes
of their masters in the midst
of the most humiliating and
oppressive conditions. And
yet out of a bottomless vitality, they continued to grow
and develop.
And I say that if the inexpressible cruelties of slavery
couldn’t stop us, the opposition that we now face, including the so-called white
backlash, will surely fail.
We’re gonna win our freedom because both the sacred heritage of our nation
and the eternal will of the
Almighty God are embodied
in our echoing demands.
And so I can still sing
“We Shall Overcome.” We
shall overcome because the
arc of the moral universe is
long but it bends toward Justice. We shall overcome because Carlyle is right, “No lie
can live forever.” We shall
overcome because William
Cullen Bryant is right,
“Truth crushed to earth will
rise again.” We shall overcome because James Russell Lowell is right, “Truth
forever on the scaffold,
Wrong forever on the
throne — Yet that scaffold
sways the future.” With this
faith, we will be able to hew
out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith, we will be
able to transform the jangling discourse of our nation
into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith,
we will be able to speed up
the day when all of God’s
children, black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants
and
Catholics, will be able to join
hands and live together as
brothers and sisters, all over
this great nation. That will be
a great day; that will be a
great tomorrow. In the
words of the scripture, to
speak symbolically, that will
be the day when the Morning Stars will sing together
and the sons of God will
shout for joy.

President Lyndon B. Johnson meeting with King
in the White House Cabinet Room in 1966.
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Basha Jordan and Hope Alive Outreach pay rent for Jordan Park residents
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2020 holiday season
was unique in many ways.
November and December
holidays followed an intense
election season, and many
celebrated the holidays in
new ways because of the ongoing pandemic. For many,
the tradition was put on hold
in an effort to remain safe
and protect loved ones.
For Basha Jordan and
his organization Hope Alive
Outreach, the ongoing pandemic meant he was unable
to bring the joy of Santa to
Jordan Park.
“For the past five years,
Hope Alive Outreach has
been doing a toy giveaway in
Jordan Park. Santa and his
helpers would gather by the

playground and give out toys

way to give back to Jordan

$1,300 in rent payments for
five Jordan Park residents.
“Myself and my wife, Pia
Jordan, masked up and
hand-delivered the rent payments to the five residents,”
Jordan said. “We also
handed out a few toys to the
children of those families.”
Former slave turned entrepreneur Elder Jordan Sr.,
Jordan Park’s namesake and
Basha Jordan’s grandfather,
believed in fair and affordable housing for the Black
community. Today, said
Last month, Basha Jordan, Jr. and Hope Alive Outreach, paid December’s Basha Jordan, especially in
rent for five families living in Jordan Park to help them start the new year off light of coronavirus, that
mission is more important
to the children in the neigh- Park residents in an effort to Authority CEO Michael than ever.
borhood.”
keep his grandfather’s Lunde and Jordan Park res“I was reading a report
This year though, the or- legacy alive. This year, he ident manager Shaka Reed, recently that said that
ganization’s board deemed and Hope Alive Outreach Jordan identified five house- women were losing more
the annual Santa celebration decided to pay the rent for as holds with the greatest need. jobs than anyone else,” Jortoo risky for Jordan and his many households as possiJordan, along with Hope dan said. “In Jordan Park, all
host of volunteers.
ble within the Jordan Park Alive Outreach and several of the households we helped
Still, he wanted to find a community.
donors, paid more than were run by women.”

Brayboys buy back the block
BY COREY GIVENS JR.
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG—
Elihu Brayboy is a proud
son of south St. Petersburg. He and his wife,
Carolyn, have taken it
upon themselves to rebuild historic buildings
along 22nd Street South
in the Midtown area of St.
Pete.
In 2014, the Brayboys
purchased and renovated
their first property, now
known as Chief’s Creole
Café. With a little assistance from the City of St.
Petersburg, the Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment Corporation,
and the Florida Community Loan Fund, the Brayboy family has purchased
several lots in their old
neighborhood as well as
five buildings.
So far, the Brayboy’s
have invested more than
$250,000 of their own
money into fighting blight
in a once vibrant neighborhood that was the epicenter of the Black
community during the
days of segregation.
Their latest venture is
the refurbishment of the
old Ninth Avenue Service
Station, located at 2184
Ninth Ave. S, which
closed its doors in 2008.
Albert Andrews, known
affectionately as “Bubba
Newkirk,” owned and operated the shop for more
than 40 years before his
passing in 2007.
Elihu Brayboy grew
up in what is now called
the Midtown area during
the 1950s and 60s, just off
22nd Street South. His
mother was a school
teacher and played piano
at New Hope Baptist
Church, and his father
was a mortician at
Sanchez Funeral Home.
“Back in those days,
people had a sense of
community,” he said. “Mr.
Newkirk’s shop was one
of the few places we could
gather without fear of
being
discriminated
against. After the crack
era,
the
community
changed for the worse,
and from 1980 to 2012, it
became very bleak, and it
was hard for businesses
to keep their doors open.”
The former IBM and
Dean Whitter executives
did not want to buy property and lease them at extremely high rates; they
wanted to ensure that
their commercial rental

Carolyn and Elihu Brayboy continue
to buy property on the 22nd Street Corridor
to stave off gentrification.
units remained affordable
for small business owners
who were just starting
out.
“Now, with the creation of the Southside
Community Redevelopment Area, the imminent
redevelopment of the
Tropicana Field site, and
the Warehouse Arts District just a stone’s throw
away, there is an incentive
to revitalize The Deuces,”
Elihu Brayboy explained.
“I don’t want to see the
place I have called home
my entire life become
gentrified by money-hungry developers. Natives
should not be pushed out
of their homes because
they can no longer afford
to live there or operate a
business there. All people,
regardless of race, deserve to live, work, and
play in a vibrantly healthy
community.”
The Brayboy’s purchased the Newkirk building “as is” for $50,000.
They have already expended $193,000 on renovating the building to its
original condition. Along
with installing a new
HVAC system, double
French doors, a new
roofline, framing and updated electrical wiring,
the building takes the
term “mixed-use” to a
whole new level.
The 1,900 sq. ft. commercial space has been divided into three separate
affordable units, each providing tenants and their
customers with their own
unique experience. One
unit has already been
leased to an up and coming local female photographer.
“In addition to providing low-cost commercial
rental space for business
owners, we also want to

feed the surrounding
community,” said Carolyn
Brayboy, while pointing to
her garden overflowing
with freshly ripe collard
greens.
Midtown is a food
desert, with the nearest
grocery store being well
over a mile away. The husband and wife team plan
to expand their garden
and make it a source of
community pride. They
feel if the neighborhood is
proud of it, they will want
to maintain it.
“This garden has become my baby. I can’t wait
to see children working
and playing with their parents in the garden. I look
forward to offering nutrition and wellness classes
here for families,” Carolyn
Brayboy stated. “I want to
see seniors get excited
about eating what they’ve
grown.”
She feels the only way
they can do that is by investing and stop waiting
for someone else to come
into the community to fix
what’s broken. “We must
take responsibility, get up
and fix it ourselves,” she
demanded.
According to Elihu
Brayboy, he does not want
people to associate success with escaping life’s
problems, and he tries to
model this in his own life.
“Too often, our solution to the problem is: ‘I’m
going to make money and
leave the rest of these
folks behind to fend for
themselves,’” he stated.
“Very rarely is the intent
to get rich and come back
home, to make your city a
safer and better place for
generations to come. It’s a
lofty goal, but my mission
in life is to make St. Petersburg a place we can all
be proud to call home.”

Together with Housing

In fact, CNN reported
that 140,000 jobs were lost in
December alone. All of them
were held by women.
“Times have changed
since my grandfather’s day,”
Jordan said. “More and
more, women are running
households, and that’s especially true in the AfricanAmerican
community.
These women deserve decent, affordable housing.”
Jordan said that at a time
when families should be able
to spend a little extra and
children are looking forward
to gifts, the last thing parents
should have to do is worry
about whether or not they
can pay the rent.
He’s hoping that without
rent to think about in December, these families might
have a chance at a happier
new year.

St. Pete Pearls offers support
for students with foster care
experience to improve chances
of graduation
ST. PETERSBURG –
A new program at USF’s
St. Petersburg campus
will offer individualized
guidance and support for
a population of students
that have historically
been underrepresented
in higher education.
Called St. Pete Pearls,
the program provides
students emerging from
foster care with opportunities to develop foundational self-knowledge,
leadership skills and a
sense of community to
prepare for lifelong
achievements.
Studies have shown
fewer than three percent
of students who “age out”
of foster care – leaving
the system at age 18
without an adoptive family – go on to earn a fouryear college degree.
Through the St. Pete
Pearls program, the university aims to provide
the resources necessary
to support roughly 120
students across USF
campuses who have experience in the foster
care system.
“Senior leadership at
USF’s St Petersburg
campus want to help
close the education gap
for students with experiences in the foster care
system,” said Joseph
Contes, assistant director
of Student Outreach and
Support, who is coordinating the program. “We
aim to teach students
how to utilize their
strengths to meet their
individual needs and
focus on incorporating
their skills into a plan
that prioritizes self-reliance.”
Throughout 2020, a
committee consisting of
campus leadership met
virtually to formulate a
plan for St. Pete Pearls,
which is scheduled to
formally launch in spring
2021. The committee included representatives
from departments such

as Student Success, Student Affairs, Housing
and Student Life and Engagement.
In the fall, representatives from the program
reached out to USF students with experiences in
the foster care system to
build rapports and inform them about resources available to
students on USF’s St. Petersburg campus, such
as the Osprey Suites residence hall and Stay
AFLOAT
emergency
scholarship fund.
In addition to directing students towards
valuable campus resources, the St. Pete
Pearls program will work
with participants to further develop independent living skills, including
financial literacy, career
preparedness and wellbeing.
“Providing specialized services for students
that have been in the foster care program is essential as they often are
not aware of all the resources available on our
campus,” said Patti Helton, regional vice chancellor of Student Affairs.
“With a point person as a
‘go-to’ contact, our goal is
to help our students persist to graduation.”
St. Pete Pearls was
created in partnership
with Jamie Bennett, a re-

CONNECT
WITH US!

search practitioner specializing in working with
students who have foster
care experience and who
previously helped create
a similar support program at the University of
Western Michigan. In
2018, Bennett, who received her doctorate of
education from USF, cofounded Cetera, a nonprofit
dedicated
to
supporting youth leaving
foster care in the Tampa
Bay area.
Bennett stressed the
importance of accommodating the unique set of
experiences these youth
bring to campus, which
might include mistrust of
adults and hesitancy to
seek help. Heeding her
advice, the committee
made sure to account for
students’ financial, housing and interpersonal
needs participating in the
St. Pete Pearls program.
“As someone who
aged out of foster care at
age 18, I can attest that
programs like these are
critical,” Bennett said.
“Campus support programs for students with
foster care experience
are only about a decade
old, but St. Pete Pearls includes the emerging best
practice for supporting
this population of students.”
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3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Please touch us Jesus and let us know
That you are near, so that we may
grow.
Please touch us JESUS, and
cleanse our hearts;
Let us love You forever, so we may
never depart.
Please touch us JESUS, heal us
with your care;
Let us be an example, so others
may be aware.
To be aware of the touch of Your
grace, goodness, Your kindness
and patience too;
Please touch us LORD JESUS so
that we may always be, a reflection
of You.
Please touch us JESUS, for we are
grateful for Your love;
Help us to show all others that miracles truly come from above.
Please touch us JESUS, and touch
our family too;

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Our fervent prayer is that they will
grow to always love and honor You.
Please touch us LORD JESUS help
keep us humble and learn to forgive ourselves;
Your touch blesses us with
courage, peace, strength and our
precious health.
Thank you JESUS, for Your touch,
yes we do love You;
It is so amazing what your miraculous and loving touch can do.”
AMEN
Mathew 17:7
“And JESUS came and touched
them, and said Arise and be not
afraid.”
Matthew 14:36
“And besought Him that if they
could only touch the hem of His
garment: and as many who
touched were made perfectly
whole.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark M.B. Church
A Gift in Egypt –
Matthew 2:13-23
The text gives the aftermath of Jesus’ birth. We
see that Jesus, who, was an
Israelite, was from the line
of David, and was entitled
to all the rights of Jew, had
to flee into Egypt for his
safety. Christ was not only
a gift to the Israelites but
the entire world. In Genesis 12:12 and 13 God promised Abram that he would
bless all the families of the
earth and the fulfillment of
the promise was through
Jesus. God’s will is that no
one should perish but all
be saved. God wants the
world to know the gift of
Jesus is still offered to the
entire world.
So, what was significance of the gift of Jesus
being placed in Egypt (the
world)? Pastor Brown presented three points to answer this question. First,
from Matthew 2:15,17, 18
and 23 the first point was
that the gift of Jesus was
placed in Egypt to affirm
God’s word can be trusted.
With everything that’s
going on in the world there
has to be something that is
constant and stable, that’s
factual and stable, and can
stand on during these tying
times. God wants us to
know he’s given us Jesus
Christ is our stability. As a
baby God allowed Jesus to
go to Egypt to affirm what
he said in the old testament, he will make a reality
in the new testament.
What was concealed in the
old testament was revealed
in the new testament. God
is showing us that we can
trust him, that he will do

what he says, which lets us
know that if God be for us,
who can stand against us.
God’s word will help us,
heal us, hope us and be assured that God will fulfill
his word in the earth.
The second point from
Matthew 2:13, 19 and 22
was Jesus was placed in
Egypt to affirm God’s will
can be tracked. Some of us
are wondering why we are
still here, and others have
passed on. In other words
what is my purpose and
what plan does God have
for me. We don’t have to
go through life guessing
where we should go., what
we should do, or where we
should be. If we trust
God’s word, we will begin
to discover God’s will for
our lives. We may start in
one place, go to another
but the good news is that
God will never leave us to
figure things out by ourselves. While we don’t understand all that we’re
experiencing, Christ the
gift of God, is here to affirm that his word can be
trusted, and his will
tracked. In all of this we
can trust that God’s will
will lead us in the right
way.
The final point from
Matthew 2:13, 20 and 23
Jesus was placed in Egypt
to affirm that the way can
be traveled. For Joseph,
Mary and baby Jesus,
there was a lot of traveling
(from their own city to
Bethlehem to Judea, the
manger and a house. We
don’t have to know where
God is leading, we only
have to know that where
he’s leading, we will follow

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

You can heal yourself and your life

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
and where he leads will be
for our good. Our lives are
pitted with highs and lows,
but God is still saying the
same thing, if we will trust
his word, his will then we
can trust his way. Even if
the way does not seem
clear, we can trust that he
knows where we are, and
he will provide what we
need and bring his plan for
us to completion. God is
telling us to look around
every day and know that
Christ is still here. Though
it’s not always easy, it’s always going to work for our
good.
This has not been an
easy year. It has been constantly changing, we
should not look at what
man has done or not done
but look at the fact that
God is still on the throne
he still has us in his sight
and while he may move us
here and there, it’s for our
betterment.
Reminder:
Parking
Lot Communion will be
served on the first Sunday
@ 9:00 a.m. You are invited to join our live
streaming service on
YouTube @ St Mark MBC
each Sunday @ 10:45 and
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

Louise Hay is the author
of the world-famous book,
You Can Heal Your Life, and
the founder of Hay House
Publishing Company. This
book is like a second Bible
to me. My mantra is, “I AM
a metaphysician, and I heal
myself (Luke 4:23).”
When faced with a
health challenge, I refer to
this book to see what my
body is telling me and what
I need to do to heal myself.
I used to have chronic back
pain and I learned that back
pain has to do with not feeling loved and support. I was
able to heal myself by affirming, “I AM loved and I
AM supported. I AM not
alone.” I also ensured that I
had a partner or an assistant
before I started a new ca-

reer project or ministry venture. I secured my support
system up front so that my
back did not have to hurt
and remind me of the importance of mutual support.
I frequently recommend
this book to family, friends,
and clients. They always
manifest astounding healings through the utilization
of this resource. Pray several times a day and
throughout the week. You
can find Louise Hay’s Healing Prayer, written below.
Get a journal and write your
thoughts, feelings, and experiences as you pray this
prayer and join the collective healing consciousness.
It is my prayer that this
prayer will bless you and
empower you to heal your-

self.
“Good health is my Divine right. I AM open and
receptive to all the healing
energies in the universe. I
know that every cell in my
body is intelligent and
knows how to heal itself.
My body is always working
toward perfect health. I now
release any and all impediments to my perfect health.
It is in the name and
through the power and in
the consciousness of Christ
Jesus that it is so and so it is
and so I let it be. Amen and
Amen.”
Rev. Doral Pulley is the
senior pastor of Today’s
Church Tampa Bay, 940 5th
Ave. S, St. Petersburg (Staybridge Suites) and 5107
North Central Ave., Tampa.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Missing
Thank you LORD for reminding me, to trust your way and to
keep the faith.
Today I find my heart is heavy
and feeling pretty full; I am
deeply missing those who have
left this earth and gone home to
be with You.
My mother with her gentle
spirit so sweet; I miss her and her
loving smile whenever we would
meet.
My father who said wealth is
of the spirit and treasured his
family and his girls; he lived the
musician’s prayer and demonstrated through his music his
love for GOD and not the things
of this world.
As I thank GOD for His grace
and His mercy, my prayer is that
one day; that joining my loved
ones in Heaven, will also be my
journey someday.
Missing the presence of my
dearest loved ones, reminds me
to reflect on the joy of my memories;

Like hearing the voice of my
sister singing beautiful gospel
and jazz melodies.
There have been so many
loved ones whom I so deeply
miss; only GOD can bring my
peace by knowing with JESUS
there is truly peace and bliss.”
AMEN
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven: A time to be
born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that
which is planted;
A time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a
time to dance;
A time to get, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to
cast away;”
“I know that, whatsoever GOD
doeth, it shall be forever: nothing
can be put to it, nor any thing
taken from it: and GOD doeth it,
that men should fear before him.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, 4, 6, 14 KJV
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MLK's power of perseverance
In light of the challenges of COVID-19 and
our current political climate, The Weekly Challenger
asked
the
community how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s words
inspire them.

Hillary Van Dyke
Hillary Van Dyke
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr’s words, “The ultimate
measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge
and controversy,” are alive
and well to me right now.
COVID-19 has made clear
the inequities that are
deeply rooted in American
society, and the way this
community has stood up
for its own during this time
is a sight to behold. Even
the way that the Green
Book of Tampa Bay has
grown, despite a global
pandemic, is truly indicative of the way the community, despite so much loss,
still goes hard for Black
people and Black-owned
businesses. I am humbled
to be any part of it, and I
thank you for letting me
call St. Pete my home and
being my neighbors.
Jessica Estévez
Love without centering
fear is my personal mission, a declaration of my
principles. It’s an invitation

Jessica Estévez
to be transformed by the
renewing of my mind,
heart and body, daily.
Through that mission, I
heed Dr. King’s words to
“build dikes of courage to
hold back the flood of fear.”
I build courage by catalyzing the power of community and belonging. It fuels
me to love mercy, to seek
justice and to walk in Truth
in the midst of uncertainty
and fear.
Amar sin miedo, es mi
misión personal, la declaración de mis principios.
Es una invitación a ser
transformada por la renovación de mi mente,
corazón y cuerpo. Atreves
de esta misión, yo escucho
las palabras de MLK Jr.
donde nos invita a “construir diques de coraje para
contener los torrentes de
miedo.” Mi coraje crece
cuando puedo acelerar el
poder de mi comunidad y
sentimientos de pertenencia en ella. Mi fuente de energía viene por medio de la
bondad, justicia y el caminar en la verdad durante la
incertidumbre y miedo.
Sheena Qualles-De
Freece
So many of Dr. King’s
quotes resonate within my
soul and have guided my
actions” …whatever you
do you have to keep moving forward.” Your life’s
contribution should reflect
the greatest of your heart-

felt causes that leave enduring footsteps and a lasting legacy of who you
were! Empowering your
community requires sharing your indelible humanitarian footprint with
conviction and understanding that community service
roles takes many forms:
change agent, innovator,
collaborator, philanthropist

Sheena
Qualles-De Freece
and more. My philosophy
regarding community responsibility is built on the
understanding that a person’s obligation to their
community includes cooperation, mutual respect and
interminable participation.
The unified courage and
strength of community
can, as Dr. King explained,
“…defeat the flood of fear”.
One’s socioeconomic consciousness: love for and of
community is displayed by
their benevolent actions
within that community.
Proof of one’s socioeconomic consciousness: love
for and of community is by
being a pillar of righteousness within the community…” at times of
challenge and controversy,” as Dr. King espoused. When you devote
your altruistic GIFTING
talents to your community…the
community
THRIVES!
See QUOTE, pages 14/15
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QUOTE, from page 13

being a true living and
breathing example of MLK
Jr.’s legacy.

Joshua Bean
Joshua Bean
I recently read a post
that basically stated, if
you’ve ever wondered what
you would have done during
any challenging or controversial period of time in our
Nation’s often problematic
past, you are doing it now.
This also makes me think of
the MLK Jr. quote above
and the impact these trying
times have had on my life
and so many others in our
community. For me, remaining on the sidelines has
never been an option, but
after the 2016 election, I
knew I had to do more. Anything less was not acceptable. I am now the
chairperson of the Social
Justice Committee for Temple Beth-El and co-founder
of the Green Book of Tampa
Bay. I continue to be inspired by MLK Jr. and
everything this quote embodies: urgency, sacrifice,
and perseverance. This
quote also encompasses the
countless change agents, activists, and leaders in our
local community who have
always been doing the work.
They are the ones who are
consistently driving out
darkness with their light
and their relentless pursuit
for justice. So no matter how
bleak our current reality is,
I know I can count on members of our beautiful community for solace and
inspiration, for strength and
hope. I salute them all for

Rev. J.C. Pritchett II
Rev. J.C. Pritchett II
We cannot be silent, passive, or timid in the midst of
the chaos, conflict and challenges around us. We must
be bold, strong and courageous. With intention we
must find solutions to
poverty, food insecurity and
the destruction of Black
bodies. This is how we
honor and celebrate Dr.
King.

BJ Andryusky
BJ Andryusky
Everyone has something to give, and that giving
makes a difference.
Ya Levy La’ford
As Dr. King’s legacy inspires our community to answer the call to service, we
do so knowing service is a
cornerstone to raising our
collective social consciousness to address our society’s
most pressing concerns.
Four years ago, students

Antonio Brown
You have to keep your
focus and your eyes on the
prize. Life will have turmoil
and trials, but they will not
stop you if you have the will
and determination to never
allow any obstacles to deter
you from your mission.
Keep pushing your limits.
Ya Levy La’ford
and volunteers created the
“King’s Dream Unite” mural
honoring the historic Manhattan Casino. The experience served to encourage
the community to recognize
the impact of how bridging
differences stimulates unity,
helps our neighbors and
builds a better and stronger
St. Petersburg.
This year, Dr. King’s
dream once again inspired
students, volunteers and the
general public to recognize
the value of public service,
community
expression,
imagination, and social justice through a second tribute mural across from the
Manhattan Casino at WADA
on 22nd titled WOVEN. In
the same fashion, WOVEN
seeks to celebrate the power
of service, which transforms
Dr. King’s life and teachings
into community action to
reach common goals. Just
in time of MLK we will shine
a light that is the same light
Mr. King would have us
shine, so others can find
their way out of the dark.
Shine your light.

visions and dreams forward.

J. Carl DeVine

Linsey Grove

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
Dr. King’s words remind
me of the importance to remain encouraged and keep
moving through times of
great adversity. When fueled
by reflection, resiliency and
gratefulness for our blessings, we can all contribute in
some way and strengthen
our resolve to serve.

Clayton Sizemore

Antonio Brown

always define 2020. Now
more than ever, we must understand that Our Health Is
Our Wealth and take the
steps necessary to be
healthy and mindful.

Clayton Sizemore
“What matters is not
how long you live but how
you live.”
Those words are more
important to me than ever
as we rise out of the political
fog and pandemic that will

Linsey Grove
The past year has taught
us so much about the power
of fear. Fear of science, of
others, of change; as much
as we think these are new issues for humanity to tackle,
they have been struggles
since
ancient
times.
Progress is not borne out of
these fears but out of the efforts of those who are courageous enough to take them
head-on; researchers and
medical professionals willing to sacrifice their safety to
fight infectious disease, citizens fighting oppression at
the ballot box and in their
communities, and accepting
the ever-evolving democracy we cherish as it
marches toward that more
perfect union. These pillars
of strength in the face of
overwhelming adversity are
the ones that build the foundation for future generations’
progress
and
advancement.
Without
them, we’d succumb to the
natural temptations of fear
that yield complacency,
stagnation, and isolation.
Therefore, after a year of
fear, let’s learn from those
terrors and build a future
that propels our courageous

J. Carl DeVine
We are the change we
have been waiting for; let’s
make it happen.

Karen Chassin
Karen Chassin
For those newly awakened to the enduring
tragedy of racial injustice in
America: do not waste a
minute of this pivotal new
year. Begin wherever you
are and grow in wisdom
from there. Your voice, vote,
and influence are needed to
create change. Stand up for
Black lives. Oppose racist
policies and practices. Disrupt a status quo that privileges white interests. At
long last, let us support communities of color in forging
a more just, equitable and
righteous America.
Zebbie D. Atkinson IV
We should not have to
wait for things to go wrong
before we take action. We
should be at our local city
and county council meeting

CELEBRATING DR. KING
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helping to create policies,
not waiting until they are enacted before we find out
what they are. We should
be meeting with police officials before there are inappropriate actions from their
officers in our communities.
In the school system, we
should be meeting with our
children’s teachers before
parent-teacher night (if they
still have those) so that we
are aware of our children’s
progress prior to report
cards coming out, and we
should be ensuring that our
personal safety is a priority
at all times. If you are always
ready, you don’t have to get
ready.

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Amid A Pandemic.” It can
be easy to become overwhelmed and almost paralyzed with anxiety, fear, or
even exhaustion from the
weight of living while Black.
These words from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr eloquently encourage us to do
what we can, while we can,
when we can. Even small
progress is indeed progressing. Stay motivated and consistent.
And
most
importantly, don’t stop.

as fuel and motivation, and
celebrate every accomplishment along our journey, the
journey of success. You are
unstoppable!!

Adrian Taylor
King was about adding
real value to lives, a stark
contrast to the modern-day,
meaningless maneuverings
that provide plenty of optics
and adjustments, without
“quality of life” improvements. I ask myself often,
would King, if alive, affiliate
with those who invoke his
name? And, who has been
more or equally impactful
since the ‘60s?

Zebbie D. Atkinson IVa

Kori Monroe

Caprice Johnson
Caprice Johnson
If the struggle was easy
it would not be a struggle
but, out of the struggle
comes triumph! You were
meant to accomplish great
things! Take a leap of faith
and soar!
Carrie Hepburn
We are living in unprecedented times – accurately
described in a Blavity headline last fall, “We Are Fed Up
With Fighting A Pandemic

Kori Monroe
If you’re a Black person
in America, you have the
bloodline of someone who
was strong, mentally, physically, and spiritually. One of
your ancestors was kidnapped, chained, placed on
a ship, made a three-month
journey over the ocean
cramped in a space no bigger than a coffin and fed
slop, surrounded by sickness, and possibly raped.
That same blood runs
through your veins and you
can accomplish anything.
Challenge and push yourself beyond outside influences; welcome controversy

the ultimate sacrifice for his
beliefs.

Dr. Ricardo Davis
Adrian Taylor

Carrie Hepburn

try and all over the planet,
may we befriend perseverance as our guide to new
rhythms of being.
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Leigh K. Davis
Leigh K. Davis
You got to go through it
to get through it. Perseverance welcomes us all, no
matter our abilities, socioeconomics, or how much
(or how little) we have to
give. When we show-up,
perseverance blooms. Perseverance thrives with
drops of faith: faith in Spirit,
faith in oneself, faith in right
timing, faith that we are
loved. Amid the rapid currents of change in this coun-

Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall
Dr. Katurah JenkinsHall
This is indeed a challenging and controversial
time in our history as
Africans in America. In a climate of racial injustice, political insurrection, global
pandemic and economic upheaval where black and
brown persons are disproportionately perishing, we
must commit our souls to
persevere.
We must meet these
challenges with the courage
to stand steadfast and unmovable, with an unshakable grip on truth, justice,
wisdom and hope.
We must have the
courage to transform and
create new realities, pushing
past anxiety, grief, and despair over destruction, disease and death.
And we must understand that the courage to
stand takes unwavering
faith: Faith in our God, faith
in what our ancestors bequeathed and faith in our
ability to endure.
Dr. Ricardo Davis
Doing what is right frequently comes with a price
that not all of us are willing
to pay. It takes courage and
an inclination to suffer the
consequences in the name
of righteousness. Dr. King’s
example suggests that he
had such strong character
that he was willing to pay
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the disruption that the
Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg seeks to highlight. When working on
projects to help the Black
community, you must be
ready to discuss race openly,
candidly, and honestly for
yourself and your organization. You should ask the
questions: “Where are the
Black people? How are
Black people being scaled in
this moment and in this
space? How is whiteness
showing up and hindering
the Black community?”
These types of questions
need to be asked without
apology to ensure that Race
equity indicators improve in
the Black community and
whiteness is identified.
Randy H. Russell

Jabaar Edmond
Jabaar Edmond
I feel as we move forward to a future we all
dream of, we must intentionally examine our practices
and policies on every level,
on the path to reach true Equity.
Carl R. Lavender, Jr.

Donald Jackson

Randy H. Russell

Donald Jackson
Man is the measure of
himself. You can accomplish
anything that you put your
mind to. Remember, failure
exists only in the mind, so a
healthy mind will produce
success always.
Carl R. Lavender, Jr.
One’s address or skin
color should not determine
their life outcome — that is

Passive responses to uncivil actions knocks society
off balance. Those of us
who falsely believe we are
‘unaffected’ by racism need
to understand we are part of
the disease of racism
through silence and passivity. Our silence causes
harm.
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Daphne Gardner continues mother’s legacy with Nurse Practitioner
Mobile Health Services
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST PETERSBURG Daphne Gardner, APRN,
FNP-C, has continued a
legacy established by her
mother Evelyn C. Gardner, by opening Infinity
Health Consultants at the
Sanderlin Center, 2335
22nd Ave. S, Suite 4. As
well as office hours, she
offers mobile health services and telehealth appointments
in
the
evenings and on Saturdays.
Gardner said her
mother, who passed away
in 2019, served as her inspiration.
“My late mother, Evelyn C. Gardner, APRN,
was founder and president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of National Black
Nurses,” shared Gardner.
“She was very involved in
community health within
the south St. Petersburg
community. She was inspirational in encouraging
me to pursue a career in
nursing.”

W W W

Her mother received
the Nurse of the Year
Award from the national
chapter in 2000, was a volunteer with the PCUL
Nursing Tutorial Program for 35 years, where
she was honored with the
Pinellas County Urban
League’s Smith/Milton
Award in 2014.
Gardner is on a mission to provide compassionate, comprehensive
and affordable medical
care to the St. Pete community — bridging the
gap and improving access
to quality healthcare with
her more than 28 years of
nursing experience. Fourteen of those years were
spent working in ICU at
Edward White Hospital.
As a licensed medical
examiner, she can also
provide health certification and recertification for
truck drivers for the Department of Transportation (DOT).
Gardner said it’s her
passion for providing
quality healthcare and educating the community

. T
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that demanded she makes
health care services as accessible as possible – and
said she’s intent on reaching those needing diabetes
management,
weight loss management,
and chronic disease treatment.
Along with Infinity
Health Consultants’ volunteer RNs and APRNs,
she also participated in
Sanderlin Center’s backto-school drive last fall,
providing free school and
sports physicals to schoolaged children.
Gardner accepts patients with insurance and
those without. “My costs
are affordable, which will
allow me to build a continual, caring relationship
with my patients. My
health and wellness services and education will
help patients live longer,
stress-free,
healthier
lives.”
She offers after-hour
appointments at Sanderlin
from 5-7 p.m., which allows daytime workers to
have their healthcare

E E K L Y

Daphne Gardner, APRN, FNP-C, has continued a legacy established by
her mother Evelyn C. Gardner, by opening Infinity Health Consultants
needs met and get information on wellness at the
same time.
“I hope people walk
away from my business
knowing that I am here
for the community, pro-

C

viding quality accessible
healthcare,”
Gardner
added.
For more information
on hours, to schedule an
appointment, or learn
about health certifications

H A L L E N G E R
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for truck drivers with the
DOT, visit infinityhealthconsultants.com or call
727-265-1185.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

C O M

Let’s be honest, it’s hard
out here for a parent!
If your child is skipping school, displaying signs of
anger, depression and other problematic behaviors
Bethel Community Foundation can help.
We offer youth mentoring, anger management sessions, life skills classes and individual/family
counseling all free of charge!

Does Y
Yo
our Sprinkler Sy
ys
stem
Need a Check U
Up
p?
?
Is Your Sprinkler System Running in the Rain?

St. Petersburg is offering a
FREE check-up to customers!
Participants in the program will receive at No Charge:





   

  
 




 

 
To be eligible, you must be a city of St. Petersburg
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APPLY
Y NOW!
Email:
Call: 727-892-5611
Limited time of fer. Restric tions may
apply. Installation of suggested
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of fer. Par tial funding provided
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2901 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 • 727-866-2747
Contact Lena Mooday or Sheana Binns for more information.
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Peaceful local BLM protesters weigh in on Capitol mob
BY GABRIELLE SETTLES
Staff Writer

GULFPORT — Following George Floyd’s brutal
murder, the last eight
months have been filled
with racial and politically
charged division. Many of
us hoped we would see
some changes for the better in the new year.
Then on Jan. 6, millions
watched a provoked, an enraged mob of Trump supporters storm the Capitol
building by any means
they thought necessary —
scrambling over walls,
shattering doors and windows, and crushing anyone in their way as they
raced to reach the House
and Senate chambers,
chanting and screaming
the whole time.
Despite this chaotic
noise, a group of locals has
quietly met together each
week to protest for Black
Lives Matter. Staying socially distant and wearing
masks, they stand silently
on a Gulfport street corner.
The only words they
use are the ones on the
signs that they hold up:
“It’s Beyond Time: Justice
for All,” “Wipe Out White
Supremacy,” “All Lives
Can’t Matter Until Black
Lives Matter” and other
straightforward phrases.
The group, officially
known as the Gulfport

Corner for Black Lives
Matter (GCBLM), said
demonstrating
against
racism in silence is an effective way to cut through
the noise and draw attention to the cause for equality and equity for the lives
of Black people.
Susan Canty, a member
of the group, shares how
important it is to take a
stand. As an African American, she wants to see
Black mothers and fathers
not have to worry about
their children when they
leave their homes.
“I do have a son, and I
do have a grandson, and
when I look at them, I
know that it could be one
of them that has been
killed senselessly. So that
alone is enough for me to
do something,” Canty asserted.
Canty said the silence
is a peaceful way to share
the cause with those who
drive or walk by. Most
passersby honk their
horns and wave and smile,
and some raise their fists
in solidarity. Canty recalls
when a driver passing by
was so moved that she
turned around and drove
back.
“She got out of her car
with tears in her eyes, and
she thanked us for being
out there,” Canty recalled.
“She said, ‘You just don’t
know how this makes me

feel.’ So she did stay and
protest [with us] that day.
That, to me, was profound.”
GCBLM has another
firm protocol - remain consistent. The group began
demonstrating on June 4,
2020, soon after Floyd’s
murder, and they have
continued to demonstrate
twice a week for 30 weeks
and counting, without fail.
GCBLM
Organizer
Phyllis Plotnick explained,
“We wanted to have a presence in Gulfport, to let our
community
and
the
passersby at this very important intersection know
that we do care and that we
do believe in justice and
we’ve been seeing all the
inequities that come from
systemic racism.”
That’s something important to Gulfport residents Liz Snow and Pat
Cohen. When they heard
about the weekly demonstrations, they immediately
made signs of their own
and joined the group.
“I love the continuity of
this particular group because we just keep doing
it,” Snow said. “I think
that’s really important because the thing that happened to George Floyd
isn’t just happening one
day. It happens every day
in little ways.”
Right now, the GCBLM
is made up mostly of members who are not of color,
but that isn’t hindering
them from decrying
racism against Black people. Snow said sometimes
people lean out of their
windows
and
yell:
“Where’s the Black people?”
“Like it would just be
their job to do this,” Snow
quipped. “To me, it’s not a
Black problem. It’s a white
problem. So why should
they be doing the work? I
think it’s my job to work in
the white community to
talk about how I’ve
changed, how I’ve unlearned things. I always
thought I wasn’t racist. But
there’s no way that you
grow up in this country
without having it touch
you, and if you start doing
the work, you realize when
it comes up.”
Canty, a St. Petersburg
resident, has invited her
African-American friends
to join but feels concerns
about COVID may be holding them back.
“I do think that if it was
under different circumstances, I could have had
at least a dozen people of
color with me,” Canty said.
Snow said 95 percent of
the response to the Gulfport group’s protests has
been encouraging, but
some people have reacted
angrily. Drivers have
shouted, cursed and
thrown up middle fingers.
One man got out of his car
to confront them, and another mooned them.
BLM protest vs. Capitol mob
That is a small portion
of the verbal and physical
backlash that Black Lives
Matter protests across the
country receive - despite
nearly 93 percent of last
year’s
demonstrations
being peaceful ones, as reported by nonprofit research group ACLED.
Protesters were met with
onslaughts of tear gas, rubber bullets, physical beatings and deaths from
police officers and self-proclaimed vigilantes. Also,
last year more than 14,000
BLM peaceful protesters
were arrested.
But the mob at the
Capitol building did not receive the same treatment.
The rioters stormed,
breached and vandalized
the building for more than
two hours. Police presence
was severely limited —
graphic images revealed
that while in one part of the

Susan Canty (far right) protesting with other members of Gulfport Corner
for Black Lives Matter on 22nd Street South and 49th Street.

Gulfport Corner for Black Lives Matter members Phyllis Plotnick (right) and
Michelle Unterberger (left) protesting on 22nd Street South.

Gulfport Corner for Black Lives Matter members Liz Snow
(forefront) and Pat Cohen

Gulfport Corner for Black Lives Matter members Marge Keller
building, an officer was
nearly crushed to death,
screaming for help, other
officers moved blockades
out of the way for the mob,
and one even posed for a
selfie.
Reports show that
thousands of people rioted
the Capitol grounds, but it
is estimated that less than
100 people have been arrested.
Cohen feels the difference between the response to the riot and
BLM protests is astounding.
“I think one of the differences is, when we
march for Black Lives Matter, we’re afraid. We’re
afraid of the police; we’re
afraid of other attackers,
we’re afraid of sometimes
people in pickup trucks,”
she asserted. “I didn’t see
any fear with those people
[at the Capitol]. They were
not afraid. They know that
they have people behind
them in authority, and we
don’t always feel that way.”
Fellow
GCBLM

demonstrator Michelle
Unterberger chimed in,
saying, “I can only speak
for our silent protest. The
important word is ‘silent.’
There was no silence in
Washington last Wednesday, only noise.”
Unterberger points out
that when a young white
man shot and killed two
people at a BLM protest,
he was given something to
quench his thirst by police
officers.
“Water to a murderer.
Selfies with a rioter! Both
white, neither innocent,”
Unterberger angrily said.
The day after the riot,
GCBLM members said
they communicated to decide whether they would
do a demonstration that
week out of safety concerns. Snow said nobody
blinked an eye - they all
said yes.
“It’s more important
than ever. You can’t not be
there the day after something like that happens. We
need to be there,” Snow
averred.

So, GCBLM once again
gathered at the corner
with their signs, and they
were met with lots of positive responses. Drivers
honked and waved nonstop — including a police
officer. The demonstrators
jumped up and down in excitement.
“That was the first time
a police officer honked for
us!” Unterberger exclaimed.
GCBLM
member
Marge Keller said hopefully the Capitol events
helped people to realize
that they need to do more.
“I feel like well-intentioned people might actually realize they need to be
more than well-intentioned,” Keller stated.
“That they need to actually
stand up and do something, and there’s many
‘somethings’ that can be
done.”
To get involved with the
Gulfport BLM demonstrations, email loloruby@hotmail.com.
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